
Curriculum Overview Year 4 Autumn 1:
The Roman Empire

Main Enquiry questions

The arrival of the Romans to Britain and their occupation for over

350 years marks a turning point in the history of Britain. They

introduced organised cities, roads, villas and even public baths

connected through impressive systems of well engineered roads. The

Romans were able to keep control of Britain through use of their

disciplined and well organised army. We will be looking at the

impact that this empire had on Britain as well as why the Roman

Empire came to an end.

• Why did Roman Emperor Claudius leave warm Italy to
invade cold, wet Britain?

• How was the Roman lifestyle very different from the
Celts who lived in Britain at the time of the invasion?

• Why did Boudicca start a rebellion and what image do
we have of her today?

• How were the Romans able to keep control over such
a vast Empire?

• How did this great 400 year Empire come to an end?
• How have the Romans influenced our lives today?

Key Concepts
Empire: A group of countries ruled by a single person, 
government or country.

Invasion: To try to take over a place by force.

Military: Anything to do with soldiers or armies.

Settlement: A community of people in a fixed place.

English Text

This term in English we will be studying 

the following text:
The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

Maths Learning
This term in Maths we will be studying:
• Place value to 10,000
• Rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and

1000
• Ordering numbers on a number line
• Adding and subtracting 2 four-digit numbers
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Learning hook

In Adventure Island,  the class will 

construct a Roman aqueduct.

Fieldwork

Written outcome

Explanation writing—What have the 

Romans ever done for us?

Creative outcome
Roman comics

Adventure
(activities in Adventure 
Island)

Cooking ‘Roman’ food—flatbread

Roman games.

Make apple juice

Play Project

With a KS1 class.

Celebration
Presentation about the Romans.

Retrieval practice

Kahoot quiz about The Romans

Our curriculum elements for this half term:

Trips, activities and/or visits this 
term:

TBA: Trip to learn about the Romans 



Empire’s End - A Roman story

Leila Rasheed

The Queen of Darkness

Tony Bradman

Empire’s End: A Roman Story is part of the

VOICES series that celebrates the lives of

diverse protagonists during key eras of British

history. This book tells the tale of a young

North African girl, who sets out on a danger-

filled journey to Britain during Roman times.

This is a gripping adventure that offers a new

perspective into Roman life.

With the Celtic tribes of Ancient Britain

leaving no records, we only have the Roman

accounts of what happened during Boudicca’s

revolt. Tony Bradman has taken details from

Tacitus’ description of the Iceni queen and the

battles she led in order to create a vivid and

gripping story told by Rhianna, who witnesses

the events of a turbulent time in British

history.
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Suggested texts to read at home with your children
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Spellings for Autumn 1
Group 1 Group 2
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