Friday 30th January 2026

Message from Mr Pope

Dear Parents and Carers,

As I write this, the school has arrived safe and sound to listen, watch and engage with a
live orchestra. I know this will be a rare and memorable event for the children that we
hope will inspire them and pique their interest in music in all its forms. Mrs Singfield has
put a great deal of time and effort into organising things and we would like to express our
gratitude to her for putting the event together for our children.

Last week we held our annual Break The Rules Day. We were all immensely proud of the
children for the way that they handled themselves and entered into the spirit of things.
Children in our school take pride in how they are and how they treat one another and it
was no different on this day. It was nice to let them be ‘a little bit naughty’ and we hope
they all enjoyed the day.

As we pass the mid-point of the half-term we have begun the task of preparing our book
stock and library areas for our new reading resources. Mr Churchill has introduced some
fresh ideas and endeavours into our school curriculum and more will follow on this.
Some exciting developments we have been looking at include the use of schemas to aid
long term memory recall and retention and various endeavours across our English
writing curriculum. Please could we ask everyone to have a look at home to see if there
are any school books hiding in nooks and crannies that could be returned to us as we
have an audit to assess and give us recommendations for our book stock. This week we
are also launching a story writing competition in the lead up to World Book Day and our
Book Fair. Please see the poster later in The Newsletter for details and how to enter.

An area of increasing national interest and scrutiny affecting young people’s lives is the
amount of time they are spending on screens. As a school, we are very mindful of this
and the effects on our children. Most children are balanced in this and we help educate
them on what is a healthy amount of time to be spending and what other activities we can
do. The school is doing this now as it is especially prevalent when we have such wet
weather and more time is potentially being spent indoors. Internet matters is a good
source of advice and guidance for parents.

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/

Continued overleaf ...................

www.newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk 01395 568300
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For any Twilight after school club matters, please phone the main school number.



https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/

Message from Mr Pope continued

We will also be sending a screen time tracker home with all children in KS2 next week.
Please could you take some time to complete this with your children so we can raise
awareness and collect the information for an assembly and discussion in the following
week.

Finally, the school would also like to reach out with best wishes anyone who may have
been affected by the recent floods or have family members that have been affected.

We hope you all have a restful and enjoyable weekend and we look forward to welcoming
you back to school on Monday.

Kind regards

Mr Pope
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Pre -School
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Pre-School have enjoyed exploring musical instru-
ments this week. We sang the “Music Man” song
and the children joined in with their instruments.
We talked about playing them fast and slow and
also quietly and loudly

Reception

Reception really enjoyed a
visit from our community
PCSOs last week.

They showed us all the different equipment they carry in the police vans, let us sound the
siren and we even got to go in the back of the van! We then tried on their uniform and

Year 5 have been learning about fractions in Maths, multiplying them by an integer
and finding a fraction of a quantity. In English we have started reading 'The Ever-
Changing Earth' by Grahame Baker-Smity, using noun phrases and conjunctions in our
writing. In Adventure Island, the children have been making maps of the area. They
will use these maps to create their own orienteering challenges in the upcoming
weeks. Luckily the weather held off whilst we enjoyed the outdoors!




Year 3

As part of Year 3’s Geography topic on mountains, the children
were treated to a talk by parent Rebecca Layman about her
amazing climb to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

She shared a presentation filled with photographs from her jour-
ney, helping the children to really picture the experience. The
class learnt all about the kit she needed to pack, the food she ate,
and the washing and sleeping arrangements along the way. Re-
becca also talked through her ascent to the summit, where she
watched the sun rise. The children asked some fantastic ques-
tions and voted that most of them would love to climb the moun-
tain themselves one day!

Year 3 would like to thank Rebecca for giving up her time to come
in and talk to the class.

Year 2 have been comparing how
the river Zambezi is used in Zambia
to how our local river is used. We
enjoyed making the different parts
for both rivers to compare their
uses.

Over the last few weeks, we have
been exploring the countries of Eu-
rope and thinking of the landscapes
that make up these countries. Year 4
have also been working extremely
hard to produce their own version of
the Selfish Giant, with a real focus on
using descriptive noun phrases and
figurative language. In music, the
children have been exploring percus-
sion through some fantastic drum-
ming!




Sporting Activities

Over 20 Year 5 and 6 children
took part in an after school tram-
polining festival at Sidmouth
College on Wednesday

28" January. They all had a fabu-
lous time and loved the oppor-
tunity to use the equipment in

Year 5 and 6 attended a football
tournament at Sidmouth College.
We displayed incredible sports-
manship and teamwork skills
throughout the entire tournament.
We came second place and scored
loads of great goals.

Three Year 5 and 6 children took part in a Boccia
event at Bicton on Friday 23rd January. They had
never played the game before (similar to
bowls) but it didn't matter - after a couple of
games, they were already applying tactics and
showed some excellent team work, coming third in
their group and winning their playoff game. One of
the Year 6 children also earned an extra certificate,
being recognised for showing respect.
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BOOK FAIR

AND FIND YOUR MEXT FAVOURITE REAY

6 March | 320pm

School Hall

Raise funds for us for FREE
eanyfurdraning
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= GRATEFUL TO THE DEVON
CLINTON ESTATE FOR
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5-7pm
Tickets: £5 per child/£15 family
ticket (kids must be supervised)
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY DEVON

Professional Cleanng Services
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OUR SERVICES:

) Carpet Chaniing

& Uphcistery Cleaning

£ Mattross Cleaning

) Rug Cleaning

& Stain & Odour Remoyal /]
% End-ol-Tenancy Cwanigh

£ Gutter Cleaning
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07447675172




Dates for the Diary

Dates for the Diary

02/02/2026 Year 3 Swimming Lessons (5 of 6)

Year 5 & 6 "Bee" Netball ( Selected children) Sidmouth
04/02/2026 college

06/02/2026 PTFA Big Quiz Night
09/02/2026 Year3 Swimming lessons (6 of 6)

11/02/2026 Year 5 Trip
Year 3 & 4 Indoor Football ( Selected children)

12/02/2026 PTFA Crealy Takeover

16-20/02/2026 Half Term

02-06/03/2026 PTFA Scholastic Book Fair

03/03/2026 School Photos
09-10/03/2026 Science Week
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Fancy winning a £5 voucher to spend at our Scholastic Book Fair in : B o o K I A I R

March?

AND FIND YOUR NEXT FAVOURITE READ!

taly love to read your ongingl craa TO get your creatve
ing, Mr Churchil has proviced the ng stary prompts;

For children in Key S!age 1

To enter, please write or type your story and hand it infemail it to
the School Office by Tuesday 24" February

LOCATION:

School Hall
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LESSONS

Join our thrilieg swineming kessons desigaed for
enidren aged four months and older. Begin your
Journey teday!
Child swimming lessons
Quanfiad staff
Learn Water Safaty Skills
Track progress online

6 Week scheme

Sports Summer School

09:15 - 15:15 - Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th & Monday 27th - Frday 31st ]UI.Y 2[]26

The Woodroffe School PE Department are delghted to be running our Sports Summer School again this year.
Open to students from Years 5, 6 and 7, we have seven action packed days for allabiltes.
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SIDMOUTH SURF
LIFESAVING cLus
5 your child intereatadin joining our
Juniorsur! fesaving sessions?
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A New
Sgn-ups andinmite 7-12 year olds
1ojoin curswim triaks.

2026 SWIM TRIALS
Sunday 2208 March
Sawrday Z31h Mavch
130 AN - 1230PN
Samowth Pool
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merbare ey ATo e i Erg S50k

SPECIAL OFFER FROM MYCLOTHING

Save 10% on
School Uniform

Just use code MYCQ110 at checkout:to
enjoy 10% off your nextorder*.

*This offer excludes bundles,
events hoodies and clearance
items. Valid until 31.03.2026
www.myclothing.com

Half Term Family
Workshop

Tuesday 17 February
Drop In 11lam = 3pm

Join printmaker, Emma
Malony, this Half Term to
create your own original print
inspired by the exhibition.

All ages and abdlities

“ | ARTS COUNCIL
cormrsee | ENGLAND




