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School Matters 

Friday 17th March 2023 

Pre-School Adventure Island  

Pre-School enjoyed going on a Spring Walk to Edward’s House last week. 

We planted some flowers there. This week we enjoyed making seed 

bombs in Adventure Island and we hope the wild flowers inside them will 

grow soon on the lower field.  

Dear Parents & Carers,  

The last two weeks have continued our focus on educational experience and exciting learning experiences.  Spring time is 

now upon us and we head towards Easter the children have been enjoying lots of time in the outdoors - this was the inspira-

tion for our recent art competition. Well done to our two winners whose work has been framed for display in the school. 

Our art leaders were instrumental in making the final decision and judging the different works from Year 1 to year 6. This 

half term has seen the school navigate the strike period and I would like to express my gratitude to the staff team and wider 

community for the accepting and tolerant way that everyone has approached this.  We are very proud to be a part of a com-

munity that displays such understanding. We have parents evening in the last week of term. Last time, we had an extremely 

high attendance and we are looking forward to welcoming you and the further opportunity to share our children’s work. As 

before, teachers will share assessment, progress and attendance information with you and most importantly hold a discus-

sion around your child’s strengths and celebrate their successes. This week, we also welcomed local head teachers and lead-

ers of the learning community into school and they have been extremely impressed with the pupils attention and focus on 

their learning. Well done to everyone!  

Best Wishes,  

Mr Pope  
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 Reception Mother’s Day Tea Party  

Reception Class enjoyed treating their Mums to a Mother’s Day Tea Par-

ty yesterday. Having been inspired by the flowers they saw on their 

Spring Walk, they printed their own flower designs for cards and table 

coverings as well as decorating plates with flowers. The Mums were 

sung to, read a story about how amazing a Mum can be and then had to 

guess what comments their child had said about them! A lovely hour 

celebrating our Mums and all they do!  

Year 1’s Exciting Week 

Year 1 have had an extremely exciting week! Monday morning phonics was 

interrupted by Mrs Dowsing from Pre-School asking us to go down to Adven-

ture Island to investigate a loud noise and flashing light that had disturbed 

her. We headed down and to our amazement we found a spaceship that ap-

peared to have crashed into a bush! Whilst we were busy investigating Mr 

Pope appeared telling us that he had received a top secret phone call telling 

him to clear the area immediately. Later that day we came in from lunch to 

find strange yellow footprints leading to a book called Beegu. The class decid-

ed that it must be Beegu’s Spaceship that had crashed and that she was try-

ing to communicate with us to ask for help. We have been using what we 

have learnt in D&T to try and make a propeller for Beegu’s spaceship.  This is 

going to be a difficult task but hopefully Year 1 will show resilience and perse-

verance to help get Beegu home…. 
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From the PTFA - Christmas Hamper Raffle!  
 

Adventure Island  

This week I would like to share the amazing art work the children in Year 4 created, in-

spired by Greek mythology. Firstly, they represented the stormy seas faced by Odysseus 

and his crew, using mud paint and other natural materials. Children enjoyed exploring 

different techniques, some using their fingers to create the look they were after while 

others chose to splat paint from a height, all incredibly effective! In the next session they 

were given the challenge to recreate the six headed sea dragon, Skyla, out of natural 

materials. We had an array of different representations, all carefully considered and with 

an excellent amount of detail. Year 4 are the proud winners of our new Adventure Island 

class award ‘The Willow Star’ for being so enthusiastic and working together so cooper-

atively.  

 

Year 4 Visit From Steve Manning  

Year 4 had a fantastic morning last week with Historian Storyteller Steve Manning. We were transported back in time to 

Ancient Greek Civilisation with lots of storytelling.  
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From the PTFA - Christmas Hamper Raffle!  
 

Year 5 Trip To Escot  

On Tuesday 7th March, Year 5 went on a trip to Escot. This trip was linked to 

our recent history topic of Anglo-Saxons and The Vikings. In the morning the 

children took part in various living history activities, these included: bread 

making, wood carving, bracelet making and dressing up as Vikings. They 

really enjoyed creating their own battles in the Anglo-Saxon Village! In the 

afternoon we all got to see the amazing wildlife that lives on the Escot Es-

tate, a favourite being the wild cats! After the nature-walk, the bit that the 

children had all (well most) been waiting for, the drop slide (there were some very brave children doing this), which 

they loved. The day ended with the children eating nettles, which to their surprise was actually quite nice! The class 

were all a credit to the school and they all agreed that they had an amazing day. 

 

Devon Information Advice & Support (DIAS) 

Devon Information Advice & Support (DIAS) are running free information sessions online for Parents & Carers with 

children and young people who have additional needs. Please follow the links below to book onto the free sessions.  

EHCP Review Myth busting –Wednesday 3rd May 2023 10.30am-12.30pm  

 

Demystifying SEND –Tuesday 25th April 10.30am -12.30pm  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/demystifying-send-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-tickets-

127732273669  

Listening To Your Child’s Views –Tuesday 9th May 10.30am-12.30pm  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/listening-to-your-childs-views-tickets-154265433063 

Exmoor Challenge 2023 

Year 5’s & Year 6’s took part in practicing for the Exmoor Chal-

lenge last weekend, along with some younger siblings. They 

went from East Budleigh and walked for around 6.5miles. This 

is the second practice walk that has taken place in preparation 

for the Exmoor Challenge 2023. All pupils walked and powered 

through fantastically! The next walk will be held on Sunday 

19th March.  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-review-mythbusting-tickets-156716259551 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fdemystifying-send-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-tickets-127732273669&data=05%7C01%7Cearlyhelpmideastsecure-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C0904fdf7156e4561e93b08d
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fdemystifying-send-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-tickets-127732273669&data=05%7C01%7Cearlyhelpmideastsecure-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C0904fdf7156e4561e93b08d
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Flistening-to-your-childs-views-tickets-154265433063&data=05%7C01%7Cearlyhelpmideastsecure-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C0904fdf7156e4561e93b08db23ecb57c%7C8da13783cb68443fbb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-review-mythbusting-tickets-156716259551
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PTFA  

Please see below all things PTFA & exciting events coming up. We have an upcoming Easter Egg Decorating Compe-
tition & Design A Book Mark competition. Including our upcoming Book Fair & Easter Eggstravaganza!  

 



 

                                                             School Matters - January 2018                                         Page 6 

PTFA  
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From the PTFA - Christmas Hamper Raffle!  
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary Up to Half-Term  

 

Monday 20th March:                                     Year 5 Science Workshop  

 

Wednesday 22nd March:                          Year 3/4 Tag Rugby Mega fest  

 

Thursday 23rd March:                                Oral Health Team In School  

                                                                         

                                                                            Year 6 RE visit To Church  

 

Monday 27th March:                                   Scholastic Book Fair  (until Thursday)  

                                                                          Parents Evening Week  

 

Wednesday 29th March:                              Year 2 Multiskills Festival  

 

Friday 31st March:                                         Last Day Of Term  

                                                                           PTFA Easter Eggstravaganza   

 

Monday 3rd April-Friday 14th April:          Easter Holidays  

 

Monday 17th April:                                       First Day Back For Pupils   

 

 

Care Café  

On the first Monday of every month come and share our warmth, hot 
drinks, and cakes. Support is available if needed from our Parent Support 
Advisor, Pastoral Lead and our SENDCO. With or without reason we wel-
come you to our Care Café. The next Care Café will be held on Monday 
17th April. Following on from this the next one will be held on Monday 
15th May. The changes to the dates are due to Bank Holidays & School 
Holidays.  

Gentle Reminders & Important Information  

Swimming - Swimming will resume for Year 3 starting on Friday 21st April and will run for five session until 19th May 2023. 

Swimming will then resume for Year 2 starting on Friday 9th June and will run for five sessions until 7th July 2023. Payment will 

be able to be made shortly and will go live via School Gateway. This can be paid in one lump sum or in instalments.  

Parking– We wanted to ask that all parents & carers please be mindful and avoid parking on the double yellow lines at drop 

off times. We know that this is challenging due to the nature of the parking surrounding the school. To alleviate this, The Can-

non Inn have very kindly given permission for parking at drop off and pick up times in their car park. Using this facility will less-

en the pressure around the school site at pick up and drop off times. It is extremely important that all members of our school 

community take responsibility for this. The roadside around the school at the top of School Lane, Dotton Lane, Glebelands, 

Lower Farthings and Turner Close are particular areas to be aware of as they can be very congested and become dangerous. 

As a school community, this has to be recognised as a serious issue and something that we must all share in as a collective 

responsibility.  

Wet Weather-Please remember to send in with your child wet weather clothing.  


