Friday 27th February 2026

Message from Mr Pope
Dear Parents/Carers,

Firstly, apologies for the slightly later than normal newsletter this week. The second half of Spring term has felt like Spring is
finally arriving. This week, we have been able to allow the children back onto our grassy areas (albeit, still a little muddy) and
our play equipment has been used again for the first time in what has been a soggy winter period. The children have been
really excited and happy to be back in these areas of our site and it has been lovely for them. | want to say a big thankyou in
advance to the parents who are coming along tomorrow after school to help with the school site — we are very grateful to
you. If anyone does have 20/30 minutes to spare, we would welcome you popping along also (anytime between 15:30-
16:45pm - ish would be welcome.

Excitement has been the word of the week this week especially around books and reading. KS1 and 2 have been energised by
the new books we have been able to invest in and our plans continue to keep updating our reading stock and create the en-
thusiasm and love for reading that we want our children to have. Behind the scenes, the staff team and | are also looking at
our reading spine (the books we read to the children in school) to keep this current and ensure a good breadth and depth of
reading across our curriculum. We encourage you to read nightly with and to your children in all years but especially younger
years as it is such an important part of their reading development. A huge thankyou to Mr Churchill for his efforts and energy
in driving this development. We cannot wait to see everyone on Thursday for what is always a brilliant day.

A note on attendance — a reminder that for children and families where we are concerned about attendance the school will
always act and apply our statutory duty — please expect this. Holidays and unauthorised absence; excessive, repeated and
multiple periods of iliness; lateness beyond registration and lack of communication from parents will always prompt a re-
sponse for the school. The school is pragmatic and reasonable it its approach but we also need parents to ensure that children
are here when they are able to be and should be. We also request that those with low attendance are very mindful of this and
every effort is made to improve.

The school has set a date for parents evening — these will be in the week beginning the 23" March. Please expect the booking
to open for these on Monday 9/03/2026 @ 4pm.

Teachers will all offer two later evenings until 6pm in this week. We would ask that if you are able to attend an earlier ap-
pointment you do try to book in earlier as this helps those that are unable. If there are problems regarding finding a time you
can attend our staff are flexible and we will ensure we find a time for this important meeting.

Thank you to everyone for their ongoing support of the school. The book fair is open for the remainder of the week. Next
week, the children have science week to look forward to with lots of exciting and inspiring experiments and investigations
planned across the school.

Best Wishes,

Mr Pope

www.newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk ®01395 568300
< admin@newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk
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Our Book Fair is happening THIS WEEK! Check out the leaflet above to see just some
of the books that will be on offer. You can also see a complete list of all titles available
on our order form here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeWysEOKKSCAx 8cj 2wgAGKp7QBklyQp6rTYyOffoYsd-8gw/viewform?
usp=header Use the order form if you want to buy a book but can't come along to the
Fair, or if the book you want isn't available when you visit (or if you simply want to
guarantee getting your hands on a particular title!). Please note, all books ordered via
the form will be delivered to school W/C 9th March, so after the Book Fair itself. Re-
member, every penny you spend puts new and exciting books directly onto our school
shelves for the children to enjoy

Also taking place at the Book Fair: World Book Day Costume Swap — come and help
yourself to a costume, and/or leave a pre-loved costume for someone else to enjoy.
There is no charge for costumes. World Book Day Cafe — visit the Book Fair on Thurs-
day 5th to enjoy FREE tea, coffee and biscuits while you browse the selection We can't
wait to welcome you to this year's Book Fair
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Year 2 finished their topic on comparing an African village to our village by exploring the
food we eat here and in the country of Zambia. Mixed reviews on their dish - nshima,
which is made with maize but most enjoyed the African vegetable stew and queued for
seconds! The class also produced fantastic artwork using carbon copy paper to create
mono prints based on the African savannah.

cuits in D&T, and this week revised how

to make a circuit including a light bulb o

motor.

We are learning about Evolution and
Inheritance in Science, and have learned
about Charles Darwin in English and
Guided Reading.

In Geography the class are learning
about the physical and human geogra-

phy of North America.




Year 4 have started to ex-
plore mechanical systems
by building a prototype
car. We had to think
about the chassis and
how best to attach our
wheels. We then tested

the prototype using an

inclined plane.

This week in Science, Year 3 began their
new topic on plants by identifying the dif-
ferent parts of a flowering plant and learn-
ing about their functions.

The children carefully dissected real lily
flowers and daffodils, observing each part
closely. They then produced detailed, la-
belled scientific diagrams, showing great
care and accuracy in their work.




Reception

Play Projects happen weekly in

Reception and are linked to
Drawing Club. We were making
houses for The Three Little Pigs
and their friends!

Pre-School

Pre-School have been learning about

Lunar New Year.

We tried some rice, noodles and
prawn crackers as part of our snack
this week and we tried using chop-
sticks to eat them!!
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Dates for the Diary

Dates for the Diary

26/02/206 PTFA Year 2 Cake Sale

02-06/03/2026 PTFA Scholastic Book Fair

Mock SATS week

03/03/2026 School Photos

04/03/2026 Year 6 Trip
Year 3 Trip

Year 5 & 6 Sidmouth college event ( Selected Children on-
ly)

05/03/2026 World Book Day
09-10/03/2026 Science Week
25+ 27 /03/2026 Spring Hikes
26/03/2026 PTFA Year 1 Cake Sale

02/04/2026 Spring Hikes
02/04/2026 PTFA Easter Eggstravanza
03/04/2026 Eater Holidays start
20/04/2026 Start of Term




